Cardiovascular function measured by ultrasound Doppler in healthy young men after ingestion of dextropropoxyphene napsylat.
In a double blind cross-over study 10 healthy male volunteers were given either 300 mg dextropropoxyphene napsylat (DP) or placebo daily for 16 days. The serum levels of DP and the metabolite nordextropropoxyphene were measured on day 3, 6 and 16. Haemodynamic measurements were made on day 1 and day 16, both at rest and during exercise. The measurements were made non-invasively, with a pulsed ultrasound Doppler. Blood pressure, heart rate, velocity, cardiac output, left cardiac work, increased during work, but showing no significant differences between the groups. The systolic time intervals were also measured by the ultrasound Doppler. The preejection period increased significantly in the DP-group, whereas the ratio preejection period/left ventricular ejection time which reflects the contractility of the heart did not differ significantly. It is concluded that DP taken daily in a normal dose for 16 days did not affect the heart function in healthy young men.